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In the years before World War I there were four
public schools on the east side of the City of Fulton: State Street Elementary, Erie Street Elementary, the Academy Street School (also used as an
elementary school), and Fulton High School (in
the block on South Fourth Street between Utica
and Rochester Streets). This older Fulton High
School dated from the 19th Century. It was an imposing three story brick building that housed not
only the four years of high school but also some
elementary grades.*
A house on Rochester Street just around the corner from the High School had been converted into
a school building (the “chicken coop”) and was,
at different times, used for overflow elementary
grades and for kindergarten. My mother went to
third grade in the chicken coop; I went to kindergarten there, and then to first and second grades
in the old high school building (called the Fourth
Street School when I attended).
As World War I ended, Fulton was growing, and
it became apparent that the City needed a newer
and larger high school. The block on South Fourth
Street between Buffalo and Academy Streets was
chosen as the location. On that site there already
stood the three story Academy Street School (the
old Falley Seminary, established in 1836) and the
elegant Howe House. Both structures were demolished, and on this block a large modern high
school--the new Fulton High School--was built.

*The old Fulton High School became the “Fourth Street

School” once the new Fulton High School was built. The
old school was repurposed several times: as an elementary
school, as office space for the City Board of Education, and
as a BOCES school in 1994. The building was razed and private housing was built on the location in 1995.
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Fulton High School 1924-1965 (photo from 1938)

The new high school was designed by Wilson Potter, an architect from New York
City who specialized in building schools. Some of his other area projects include
Oneida HS, Oswego HS, Watertown HS, and Canandaigua HS. Like other architects of the time, Potter worked in the Beaux-Arts style. He incorporated into his
buildings common Beaux-Arts design elements like strong symmetrical façades
(often highlighted with multiple corner elements), dramatic flat or low pitch capped
roofs, masonry exteriors (usually of light-colored stone like limestone, often used
in combination with light-colored brick), and symmetrical floor plans wrapped
around or leading to a single grand room or other large central space.
Plans for the new high school allowed for sixteen classrooms (including two science classrooms with laboratory layout and furnishings), a large library, three study
halls, a sunken gymnasium with bleachers and room for basketball games, and a
central auditorium complete with a stage, dressing rooms, mechanically operated
theater curtains and theater lighting, folding theater-style seating, and even a balcony (which delighted students and visitors). The auditorium seated 1,250 people.
The new Fulton High School cost $400,000 to build. It opened to students in September 1924. My mother was in the first freshman class to attend the new school.
She graduated from FHS in June 1928. There were 92 people in her Class.
Forty years and almost 6,000 graduates later Fulton High School was showing its
age. In the 1960s yearly enrollment hovered around 1,000 students. By now there
was an improvised cafeteria in the basement, some cloakrooms and basement
rooms had been converted into classrooms, halls were lined with metal lockers, the
gym was too small and outdated, there were no outdoor sports fields adjacent to
the school, there was no pool(!), and there was no parking lot for students(!!).
A new high school was built on the shore of Lake Neatahwanta. In June 1965 the
Class of 1965 was the last Class to graduate from FHS. G. Ray Bodley High School
opened in September 1965. The Fulton High School we knew became the administrative offices of the Fulton City School District and the Fulton Board of Education.
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